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fire at the end of this month, and some have none all the
year.
The cold winds in the winter blow from between the north-
west and the east, though those nearest the east are more sharp.
But from the beginning of May to the end of September the
same winds are as hot as if they came out of an oven, and yet
the water is much cooler than when there is a westerly wind,
which is the coldest in the hot months, and is much more
frequent; for the hot winds blow very- seldom, but when
they do they bring on a faintness attended with difficulty of
breathing, which obliges the inhabitants to close their doors
and windows. They seem to participate of the nature of the
Samuel1 y a hot wind in the desert, only they do not kill like
that. Near the city the ground is rocky, and the soil is a
blackish light mould, which produces the fruits of the earth
in great abundance. A great part of the country lies unculti-
vated because property is not safe under a tyrannical govern-
ment.
They begin to plough at the latter end of September and
sow their earliest wheats about the middle of October, and
they continue to plough and sow all sorts of grain till the end
of January, and barley sometimes after the middle of Feb-
ruary. They plough the land over again to cover the grain,
for they have no harrows. The plough is so light it may be
carried with one hand, and one little cow, or at most two, or
an ass, is sufficient to draw it in ploughing; and it is managed
so easily by one man that he generally smokes his pipe at the
same time. They sow the fields with wheat, barley, cotton,
cicers, lentiles, beans, everlasting peas, small vetches, sesamum,
ricinus, a green kidney-bean called mash, hemp, musk-melon,
water-melon, a small sort of cucumber, fsemi-greek, and
Turky millet. They sow few or no oats, the horses being fed
with barley. In the gardens they plant tobacco, and ten or
fifteen miles off in the fields, and all the hills from Shogle2 to
Latachia, produce such plenty that they trade with it to
1  See p. 35-
2  Shogle=Jisr esh Shughur, the bridge over the Nahr el Asi (Orontes)
on the direct route between Aleppo and Latakia.